
 
 
 
50 Years of Growth, Memories and Stories – Simsbury Arts and Crafts 
Festival Profile: Lori Racicot-Burrous, Simsbury, Conn.  
 
The Simsbury Woman's Club, in partnership with the Simsbury Junior Woman’s Club, 
will host its 50th Annual Arts and Crafts Festival on Saturday, September 14 and 
Sunday, September 15. Over 100 artists and craftspeople will be displaying and selling 
their works on Iron Horse Boulevard in Simsbury Center, a unique New England setting. 
Leading up to the event, we will highlight the volunteers, vendors and supporters whose 
roles have created this generational event.  
  
 
How did you become engaged in the festival?  
 
After moving to Simsbury in 2008, I enjoyed visiting the festival each year.  When I  
became a full-time artist, I knew the festival would be the perfect venue to show and sell 
my work. Eleven years later and it is still my favorite event here in the Hartford Region.  
 
Why have you remained engaged over the years?  
 
The festival has always been well run, and I enjoy talking to collectors who show up  
each year – as well as prospective new collectors – about my paintings and creative  
process. It’s a true escape, and there is such a great sense of community and passion 
for the arts.     
 
What is special about this event? What makes it different from other festivals 
similar in nature?  
 
For me, a resident of Simsbury, I know a lot of the people who come to the show, and it  
is a great way for me to promote my “local” presence. People take pride in this 
community, and this event is the perfect way to showcase that energy.  
 
 



How has the event evolved over the years? 
 
Since I have been participating for several years, people know where my tent is located, 
and they stop by to see my new paintings.  Each year it feels more and more like a 
family reunion, seeing old friends and sharing our interests.   
 
What is your fondest memory?  
 
I love talking with people about my paintings. Sometimes they want to know the  
inspiration behind my work, other times they tell me stories that relate to a particular  
scene or animal that I have painted.  During the festival, I usually work on a painting and 
absolutely love it when the kids watch me paint and ask questions.  It is also fun to have 
a painting that they can add some paint to as well.  
 
Why is this so important to the Simsbury community?  Why should people 
exhibit, or attend, or volunteer?  
 
The Simsbury community is a huge supporter of the arts, and the festival provides a rich 
and diverse array of arts/vendors.  The money raised by the Woman’s Club is used to  
fund scholarships for local Simsbury High students, so not only is this entertaining but it 
also gives back.  
 
Why should people exhibit/attend/volunteer? 
 
The festival has been a wonderful way for me to market and sell my work.  Volunteering  
with the organization would be a fun way to see the event, and providing scholarships to 
local high school students is a worthy cause. 
 
 
For more information, go to www.simsburywomansclub.org 
For questions, e-mail simsburyartsandcraftsfestival@gmail.com 
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